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Responsibilities in the Majority Leadership

The Policy Committee is the House majority’s principal forum for discus-
sion of specific legislative initiatives, for the enunciation of official Republican
priorities on issues, and for the resolution of inter-jurisdictional policy disputes
within our Conference.

The Policy Committee serves other important functions as well. When
important legislation is reported from committee, and before it reaches the floor,
it is vital that House majority views be aired and reconciled. The responsibility
of the Policy Committee is to promote discussion and understanding of our
committee bills across the entire Conference, thereby enhancing our opportuni-
ties to enact our legislation.

In addition, the Policy Committee serves as an important means by which
every member of our Conference can develop sound legislative ideas into sound
bills. These bills can then be introduced and considered in the appropriate com-
mittee of jurisdiction. The Policy Committee offers a unique opportunity for
participation by members whose legislative ideas do not in every case coincide
with their committee assignments, as well as an especially useful mechanism for
addressing important issues that cut across committee jurisdictions.

Many issues that call for a clear statement of majority policy are not proper-
ly addressed (or cannot be timely addressed) by legislation. The Policy
Committee--with a combined membership of 20 percent of the Conference,
including leadership, key committee chairmen, and both class and regional rep-
resentatives--is uniquely well suited to issue such statements after careful delib-
eration and opportunity for all Members to be heard.

Through its Policy Advisory Boards, the Policy Committee conducts a regu-
lar liaison with the nation’s leading think tanks, scholars, and private-sector
experts on the issues before the Congress. Regular meetings of the Policy
Advisory Boards and the House Leadership provide an important forum for the
advancement of our knowledge of the issues and a key opportunity for the
development of sound policy and legislative initiatives.






Conference Rule 22 Conference Rule 2

ip Committee on Policy Republican Leadersh
The Committee on Policy shall be an advisory Committee to the ELECTED LEADERSHIP
>f Representatives are: Membership of the House Republican Conference. The Committee on The Elected Republican Leaders of the House «
Policy shall meet at the call of the Chair of the Committee on Policy or 1. Speaker
the Speaker, and shall discuss legislative proposals with Republican 2. Republican Leader
Members of the appropriate standing and special committees and with 3. Republican Whip
such other Republican Members as the Chair may invite to meetings. 4. Chair of the Republican Conference
The Committee on Policy shall report its suggestions for Republican 5. Chair of the Committee on Policv
acton and poucy 1o thé Kepublican viémpers OI 1€ nouse. 1A€Lnair 01~ b, Vice Chaif of the Republican Conterence
the Committee on Policy may appoint, in consultation with the Speaker, 7. Secretary of the Republican Conference
rressional Committee such subcommittees from the Republican Members of the House for such 8. Chairman of the National Republican Cong
the Junior class purposes as may be deemed appropriate. 9. One Member of the Junior class elected by
by the Sophomore class 10. One Member of the Sophomore class elected
| by the Freshman class COMPOSITION 11. One Member of the Freshman Class elected

The Committee on Policy shall be composed of
1. One Member from each of the ten Regions appointed under the DESIGNATED LEADERSHIP

se of Representatives Steering Committee structure and, where applicable under that structure, The designated Republican Leaders of the Hou
one Member representing small states. The Republican Members of are:

'S Congress from the states of each region and, where applicable, from the 1. Chairman of the House Committee on Rule

s and Means small states shall meet in caucus and shall select from their number, by 2. Chairman of the House Committee on Way

ropriations secret ballot, the Member of the Committee on Policy and shall report 3. Chairman of the House Committee on App:

get their selection to the Chair of said Committee. 4. Chairman of the House Committee on Bud:

imerce 2. One Member of the Junior class and one Member of the 5. Chairman of the House Committee on Comr

Sophomore class and one Member of the Freshman class.
3. The House Republican Leadership, as elected and designated by L EADERSHIP ISSUES

.eadership Issues.” the House Republican Conference. The Speaker may designate certain issues as “L

ation between the rele- 4. A maximum of ten* members-at-large appointed by the Speaker.  Those issues will require early and ongoing cooper

olves. vant committees and the Leadership as the issue ev
SENIORITY

hinhas.an obligation...__ The tradmans-and.nmmlegaq,oﬁseﬁl Qt:lry shall.not annly ta member-_ A Memher of the elected or desienated.] eaders

to the best of his/her ab1l1ty to support positions adopted by the =~~~ ship of the Committee on Pollcy and the Commitfee may, at 1ts direction,

Conference, and the resources of the Leadership shall be utilized to sup- make such rules as are necessary for conduct of its business.

port that position.

* The Conference adopted a resolution by unanimous consent on March 7, 2001,
amending this paragraph to allow for the appointment of a maximum of fifteen mem-
bers-at-large for the 107" Congress only.






